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Intracardiac echocardiography use during
electrophysiology procedures to guide catheter

ablations — single center experience from General
Hospital Zadar
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Background: The purpose is to give an overview of appli-
cation of intracardiac echocardiography (ICE) in routine
electrophysiology (EP) practice. Validation of ICE in impro-
ving the safety of transseptal puncture is shown separately.

Methods and Results: During the observed period
(11/2009—03/2013) ICE was used in 83 procedures. 75 we-
re AF ablations in which ICE was used initially to facilitate
transseptal puncture and later on to check catheter contact
with tissue and to monitor for the complications (pericardial
effusion, thrombus formation at materials used in the left
atrium). There were 4 left atrial tachycardias ablations, 2 left
ventricular tachycardias and 1 accessory pathway and
AVNRT ablation assisted by ICE.
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Conclusion: ICE is essential tool in EP lab. Its use not only
improves safety yet efficacy through helping catheter navi-
gation and validating the catheter-tissue contact.
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